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'       -  DellYered  at  Lincoln's 

ToBb,  April  15 »  1934. 

By  Benj .  S.  DeBoice. 

TRIBUTE  TO  LINCOUT 

■adae  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlenea: 

I  count  it  a  signal  bosor  to  bs  allowed  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  iMortal  Lincoln  on  this,  the  69th  aimiTersarjr  of  his  death* 
In  honoring  hi*  today  «e  ourselYes  are  iaaeasiarably  honored.    When  the 
assasin'a  ballet  took  its  toll,  this  April  day  was  laade  forever  sacred 
to  his  memory,  but  nowhere  so  much  as  here  in  the  plaoe  that  was  once 
his  home.    However  snwortliy*  Springfield  is  em-lehsd  by  the  traditiea 
of  his  life  and  hallowed  by  the  tender  keeping  of  his  mortal  form. 
Indeed,  we  feel  that  much  is  left,  a  special  privilege  of  understanding, 
to  those  who  "dwell  in  Springfield  on  holy  ground,  glorified  and 
hallowed  by  his  labor.* 

So  captured  are  we  by  this  Lincoln  we  have  the  temerity 
to  call  our  own,  who  of  us  does  not  feel  that  we  possess  him  in  perfect 
understanding,  could  we  but  find  words  to  express  his  tremendous  hold 
upon  our  hearts?    It  is  inevitable,  therefore,  that  in  that  confidence, 
and  drawn  by  the  irreslstable  impulse  of  our  day  >  the  Lincoln  appeal  * 
we  seek  to  investigate  the  mystery  which  is  life  through  the  mystery 
which  was  the  man.    ^or  with  his  death,  his  life,  which  was  a  groping 
and  a  growth  toward  light,  became  a  lamp  unto  our  feet.      By  that  life 
he  contributed  more  than  any  other  man  to  the  greatest  cause  there  is, 
man's  understanding  and  management  of  himself. 

Tet,  Oh  Lincoln  - 

As  in  your  strange  world  of  many  contradictions. 

We  wrestle  in  a  groping  search  to  find 

The  secret  of  your  life's  benedictions  - 

Were  they  bestowed  on  matter,  on  spirit  or  on  mind? 
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And,  Oh  soQl  of  Lincoln  - 
Aa  tie  iioald*be8»  and  aiight^liaTft*beeiis  and  naybes, 
Ask  the  power  to  solve  life  by  your  startling  subtlety, 
Bonn  year  days  you  say  to  us,  ''It  Is  too  great  a  task," 
And  at  the  grave  yoQ  leave  us  -  mystery. 

To  ponder  the  fruits  of  the  spirit  in  hln  is  to  rat^  hiw 
the  Bost  priceless  ge»  In  all  the  treasury  of  our  huaan  experience*  7et 
lie  whose  spiritual  splendor  rose  so  grandly  as  to  conprlse  in  Itself 
our  Bodern  slraele,  was  eut  fron  the  same  cloth  as  our  own  hunan  frailty. 

In  how  strange  and  enduring  a  fashion  the  subline  and  the  ordinary 
■ingled  in  hln*    He  was  ever  and  always  the  golden  nean  of  nany  contra-* 
dictions  which  nade  hln  the  nost  huaan  of  men,  yet  of  alnost  superhunan 
endownent* 

A  man  of  less  sensitive  vision  would  have  been  self-perfect 
with  vastly  less  cause,  or  conplaeent,  even  stolid  In  shortconing.  Hie 
was  meekness  without  stupidity  and  reason  with  reverence,  yet  his  great 
nentality  found,  even  as  lesser  ones  have  and  nust,  that  logic  applied 
to  the  invisible  affirmations  of  the  spirit  is  only  rescued  from  des- 
pair by  faith  spurred  on  by  blessed  hope  and  anguished  need.  Tins 
wisdom  of  God  Is  beyond  man* s  foolishness  to  fathon*    Even  Abraham  Lincoln 
could  not  know  man's  destiny,  but  could  know  man  has  a  destiny.  Certainly 
no  one  was  ever  a  more  conscious  part  of  6od*s  destiny  for  man*. 

In  the  terrible  madness  of  Civil  War,  when  he  prayed  and 
wept,  in  the  days  of  his  Gethesemane,  when  at  last  he  said  he  had  nowhere 
else  to  go  for  help  but  to  his  Gcd,  there  was  no  slightest  affectation 
between  him  and  his  ever-present  strength  and  inner  conmunlon.    To  this 
one  thing  he  clung,  his  belief  in  a  kindly  God  -  "He  Who  made  the  world 
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and  still  governs  it**  even  when  In  a  broken  aonent  he  said  he  had 
lost  faith  in  everything  else.      He  was,  he  said,  even  sore  concerned 
that  "Bjself  and  His  people  are  on  the  Lord's  side,**  than  **that  God 
will  be  on  ofir  side."       He  desired*  not  to  use  God»  bat  to  be  used 
b/  God. 

His  life  gave  striking  ispetns  to  that  eldest,  most  in- 
sistent thotaght  of  the  huaan  soul.    The  ctistodians  here  at  the  Toab  tell 
us  of  those  who  say  **before  his  sacred  clay**  «  *X  an  an  unbeliever*  bat 
I  nonder  could  it  be,  that  great  so^l  is  dead."    We  do  nonder!  For 
after  all  analysis  of  Lincoln,  his  greatness  and  his  coanonness,  his 
great  reason  and  conscience,  his  tender  love,  his  hoaor  and  sadness, 
his  poetic  aystieisB,  his  realisB,  all  teapered  by  eoaaon  sense  and 
sanity,  soaething  rare  and  nondrous  remains,  which  was  the  distinctive 
eharn  of  his  personality.    Soaething  Dr.  Heeton  calls  "peeuliar, 
particular  and  unique,**  which  vas  the  inner  can;  soaething  akin  to  the 
better  angels  of  our  nature.    Every  man  feels  to  this  day  that  all 
that  lies  deepest  and  best  in  his  nature,  in  snail,  is  airrored  in 
Lincoln  in  large,  to  vastness.    For  all  his  aaazing  growth,  brought 
about  by  a  lifetlae  of  measuring  up  under  aounting  burdens  and  grief, 
and  the  Bellowing  of  the  years  in  God's  fiery  furnace,  the  qualities  which 
caae  into  final  flowering  had  lain  in  his  soul  froa  the  beginning,  and 
were  the  same  in  the  end.         cannot  conceive  of  this  strange  spiritual 
essence,  for  short  the  soul,  resisting  all  ths  tortures  of  his  stay  in 
the  flesh,  produced  at  all  this  eost  but  to  be  lost.    Science  aay  knee 
ue  as  passing  ecua  on  the  face  of  a  ainor  planet,  but  even  as  a  wind 
passed  over  hin  and  he  was  gone,  we  know  he  aehieved  soaething  ot 
eternal  life. 
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Skeptic 1 SB  €aa  answer  sTcry  argSttCBt  rsligion  can  present, 
save  one.    For  tbat  one  there  can  be  no  answer  -  a  life  lived  like 
that  of  Abrahaa  Lincoln*    It  is  not  by  giTing  fomal  assent  to  a 
ereed  predicated  on  the  life  of  Christ,  but  a  life  like  Christ* s, 
exhibiting  without  pretentiousness  the  fraits  of  the  spirit  that 
convietion  is  carried  to  a  disbelieTing  world.    The  good  life  nust 
have,  like  his,  belief  that  all  life  has  purpose,  f«ilf illnent  and 
worthy  end. 

The  world  can  never  mi stake  the  answer  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
to  the  eternal  question  as  to  the  advisability  of  losing  one's  life 
to  save  it.    For  he  lived,  not  upon  things,  but  upon  convictions;  put 
itis  conscience  above  convenience,  and  trusted  iaplicitly  in  the  ten 
thousand  angels  of  truth  for  his  vindication.       Horeover,  he  believsd 
ihat  there  are  causes  so  worth  while  that  a  man  Is  bound  to  saerifies 
life  itself  for  their  preservation.    He  said  **!  am  nothing,  truth  is 
everything,  let  ae  go  down  linked  with  the  truth. »     Despite  all  the 
stupidities,  cruelties  and  tragedies  of  oar  curious  heritage,  he  had  a 
firn  belief  that  it  is  intolerable  to  suppose  that  the  hunan  soul  is 
eternally  dooned  to  unfitness.    He  hinself  is  convincing  proof  tiiat 
goodness.  Tightness,  eoral  staaina,  charity  and  brotherhood  are  not 
ctiiAerical  dreams,  but  correspond  to  reality  in  the  universe.    Ho  man 
was  ever  endowed  with  sore  coMcn  sense  and  shrewdness,  but  never  once 
did  he  retreat  from  his  sight  ideallsn.    Never  once  did  he  falter  beneath 
the  crushing  burden  that  was  his  on  earth.    So  great  was  his  hope,  that  witt 

out  the  slightest  hesitation  he  threw  bis  very  best  out  into  th«  broad 
strean  of  tine  confident  that  it  would  sose  tine  reach  a  shore  on  which 
it  would  grow  forever. 
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So  deep  was  the  impression  he  siade  upon  hunanit/,  and  se 
nearly  did  he  seet  every  obligation  of  nobilltjr  as  veil  as  &bilit/»  that 
his  will  always  be  the  sublime  example  of  "the  good  fight"  of  our  day. 
He  gave  his  all  of  both  faith  and  work,  and  our  eternal  hope  of  ttm 
jastiee  hs  trusted  will  alnays  believe  that  somewhere  there  will  be  full 
compensation  for  Abraham  Lincoln's  prieeless  serTiee  to  the  well-being 
of  mankind. 

And  Bosewhere  his  surviving  spirit  may  well  be  saying  sadly, 
as  he  loans  his  shawl  to  Lindsay  -  "I  rendered  too  brief  ministry,  I 
played  too  brief  a  part." 

Oh  thou,  that  on  this  April  day 

Went  down  the  bitter  road  to  death, 

See  now  thy  people  stumble  on  the  way 

To  keep  what  thou  hast  wrought. 

More  proudly  doth  our  Sangamon  wind 
Past  thy  monument  to  the  sea. 
But  ah  the  hearts  of  men  will  find 
No  marble  white  enough  for  thee. 
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"THE  SPIRITUAL  LIFE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN" 
BY 

JUDGE  BENJAMIN  S.  DeBOICE. 

It  seems  strajnge  that  anyone  should  ever  have  questioned  the  Christianity  of  AbrahaX) 

Lincoln,  but  even  to  this  day  many  people  have  an  entirely  erroneous  conception  of  the 

religious  -character  of  the  Great  Emancipator.  It  was  with  the  hope  of  counteracting 

some  of  the  prevailing  misconceptions  that  I  was  first  moved  to  prepare  this  talk, and 

as  my  study  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  religious  life  progressed  I  became  so  deeply  interest- 

tL^^  i^A^^^i      T  ^^^^  to  confess  that  I  have  gained  more  religious  inspiration  f^-om 
tnis  study  than  from  any  other  religious  experience  of  my  life. 

In  the  darkness  to  which  men  are  consigned  on  earth,  their  greatest  urge  has  been 
lor  light  as  to  the  here  and  the  hereafter. 

Lincoln  himself  felt  this  urge  as  much  or  more  than  any  man.  Billy  Brown,  who  kne-. 
Lincoln,  said,  "I  never  knew  anyone  more  curious  about  God,  and  anxious  to  Imow  whp^ 
^'iL^'^f-^''.        ^       ^^^^  world."    Mr.  Bateman  tells  us  that  when  in  the  Autumn  of  " 
.060,  Lincoln  said,  "I  am  not  a  Christian,  God  knows  I  would  be  one,"  he  also  said 
ohmk  more  on  this  subject  than  all  others,  and  have  for  years." 

His  ^ath  ahead  too  was  dim,  but  he  could  not  renounce  the  figure  eve^  befo-^e  hirr 
-  a  star  of  hope  beyond  the  bounds  of  reality  and  the  grasp  of  human  reaeoning  Fo 
superficiality  or  high  sounding  subterfuge  satisfied  him.  By  most  starkly  honest  sro-. 
mg  his  honest  soul,  fumbled  its  way  to  a  sincere  belief  in  love's  old  certciinty 
righteous  God,  and  His  many  mansions  for  His  Children. 

The  secret  of  his  pre-eminent  value  to  us,  is  that  he  furnishes  us  a  practical 
.xample  in_life  as  we  know  it.    We  are  a  Chris.:!^^,  people,  yet  it  is  a  far  cry  down 
...3  centuries  from  Nazareth  to  the  United  States,  and  the  involved  conditions  of  our 
...gh  tension  modern  existence.  It  is  not  starnge  that  with  the  best  of  intentions  we 

:  a.  a  loss  in  applying  to  our  environment  the  meaning  of  the  words  of  Jesus  utt-red 
?n  o'L  wo'  ?h"^'''"  ^demands  of  an  ancient  age;  His  simple,  beauti^l  words  o'  w^^dot 
in  old-world  surroundings,  to  our  course  of  decision  and  action.  Yet  all  that  Jesus 

sUuatlonr'    "h""'''"'''.'"  '^"^^^         P^^^-^  of  Ll  our  pSsent 
^d^-mpleSa^ 

1/!^,^°^^^''         ^'"''^■^^  ^P^^^^              is        rate  him  the  most  priceless  ^em 

in  all  the  treasury  of  our  human  experience.  How  strange  then  all  the  conSoversy  over 

tiat  to  '^''^S  ^^^-^^       ^°  second-hand  JnforlaLon  lo 

.hat  to  this  day  it  is  not  so  simple  to  deduce  conclusion.  There  is  much  moJe  to  ii 

into  IT         ?r  explanation  of  theological  skepti  ism!    We  musf  taJ^e 

into  account  the  man  himself.  Surely  we  may  try  to  see  him  clearly  wUhou?  d^scon^rt- 
lon  at  early  imperfection  but  rather  gratification  that  he  whose  spiritual  splendor 
rose  so  grandly  aa  to  comprise  in  itself  our  modern  miracle,  was  cSt  from  the  s^e 
cloth  as  our  ovm  human  frailty.  ^»  ^uo  irom  x,ne  same 

In  his  survey  of  all  subjects  he  reduced  everything  to  elemental-,    c,^    v.^  o 
great  thorough  mentality  pierced  the  veils  of  theologiLl  co^fSsiorr^hrrfaiizatior 
tn.        r      essential  thing  of  the  spirit  is  love,'and  in  the  heLtsictoess  of  todav 
^^ould  that  we  too,  could  realise  that  never  by  scripture  or  science  ^vii?  J  " 

:oving  God  be  kept,  but  only  by  proof  of  our  human  love!  ^  "^^'^'^  ""^  ^ 

^"""^  ""gre^df      ^^^^  °^  conquered  indifference  and  dominance  and 

Love  that  is  more  than  compassion  and  stronger  than  anv  crppH    Rio  i^^^  a 
character  was,  ever  and  always,  the  golden  mean  of  ma^y  co^tSicUonl    f'J  III  T 

the  .ost  aBbitloua         the  world  has  ever  taown/he         utterij  s^Ines^'^^guS; 


devoted  to  his  friends,  he  preferred  his  critics  and  enemies  in  high  position,  when 
he  thought  his  country  had  need  of  them.  Though  rated  common,  if  not  even  uncouth  he 

'"^^^^  '^'"^^"^         ^  ^^^Sht  of  grLdeur  no  aristocrat  ever  surpassed  SuL 
posedly  the  mos-o  homely  and  awlc.ard  president,  yet  we  have  many  testimoSSs  to 
inward  glow  of  soul  which  transfi^red  his  face  and  form  with  beauty!  He  had  int^ritv 

Europe  ^^^l  TtlZnlTXfol^Te  ZTI  -ntl'r  ''T'.        ^^^"^^  ""-^^^ 

Who  could  gat  to  him  he  was  friend  in  need  1  FLher"^; J°ah^  """^  " 

ter  and  ac^L^S^^^Hf l^Lt Ut^f ie^^^^ 

to  „y  -ind,  we  find  hi.  .oat  misinterpreted  becLae  of  co^teSJ^Monr       "  • 

■-vas  but  nine  years  oldt  hid  pWed  on'hln  „  r  v"  '■'"ther,  who  died  when  he 

She  had  planted  deep  the  seed  of  rflvSrS^iL    "^fliSiou^.  st=«P  which  was  never  erased, 
magnificent  spiri-,uel  dcveLpnent     [jX'^h+S?  later  grew  into  a 

he  passed  through  a  ...nod  of  independent  ^^f  "-      'J?         ^^''^S^  Salea 
it  was  not  Without  cause  that  ^e  wa    consid'^if  to'h  exploration,  so  that 

and  to  have  hidden  a  sec-e-  doubt  hen^SJh      r    T      I    "  '^"''^  religious  personality 
ence  to  the  picture  .vh.ch  a„  r  ^Pa^ntf  ^f^^ir^al^'f 

to  join  the  Church,"  and  that  of  his  law  pa^t^L    Ferndo^  doubting  Thomas  who  refused 
Who  describe  him  as  »an  infidel,  athies?!  ^d^  mSxst  ?'  ^«'''*^^^- 

On  the  other  hand  we  have  the  cnnFH^+f„„  „  ■  ■' 
were  certain  of  his  deep  religious  convi>?f^n  °^  ^^'^  '''■is'^ds  who 

Much  the  s.me  views  as  ?he  f ^oSs  o  d  Kef  En^  '  ""''"'^^  he- 

Ellery  Charming.  ^'^gl^'°  clergymen,  Theodore  Parker  and  IVm. 

ilon.  Henrrc!  Belj:g^^\tit":?^"f"c::g^^:irhe^La!H!'^^  ''''  °^  denomination.  To 
any  church,  because  I  have  found  diffi™Uv  it.  ^ 
vation,  to  the  long  complicft^f  staten  nl\f"cSIs?Lf  '^^"^'^^ 
oheir  articles  of  belief  and  confessions  of  falS^r'    sl  ■  characterize 
wkin,  also  with  the  painter  Osrpsnter    as  n^ll  I-  „  conversation  with  Mrs 

up  his  whole  religious  feeling  when  he  said  '7lt,         r  0«=>ing-  he  s>™.. 

altar,  as  its  sole  qualification  for  memL'r:hirtV^  -^^^        '"^"■i''^  "  = 

the  the  substance  of  both  Uw  and  Eo^-pef  'T"hou'  ^'^^  condensed  statement  of 

thy  heart.and  with  all  thy  .oul     and  wito  '^halc  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 

tnat  Church  will  i  join  with  all  ^^Vear^  ™d^  tu  TloJT'  ^=  ^^^^^f' 

the  complic:tlf cr\';df°a:;-d'a;':fijn1s"'buttsL\n'"T\*  f™'  ^^P'--  to  aH 

-undly  religious  could.  .J  no  man^  Z  ^^JT "uy^ri^^tr e'-^ol  r^e^iV 


No  words  will  ever  be  written  to  »P®«^ /^/^^-^  '  hoUneae  as  <ioee  the  Bible  it- 
own.  They  breathe  the  simple,  huoible  beauty  of  g^^ingfield  on  that  cold, 

self.    HiB  farewell  address  to  hij  ^^f«^^?^,^%^^'f^3^ngton,  never  to  return,  is  en- 
bleak,rainy  February  morning  ^^^s  departure  ^^^^//jf^^^^^^^  evidence  to  hie 

shrined  in  our  hearts  lorever  .  ThsBe  imortal  ^J^^J  ^  ,f  that  Divine  Being, 

trusting  faith  in  the  Father  of  all.  He  eaid.  ^  that  assistance  I  cannot 

who  controls  mine  and  all  destinies,  I  ^^^"^^^J^th  you  and  be  everywhere,  for 

fail.  Trusting  in  Him  who  can  go  f  ^^^.f^^^^^^^/^o  Js  care  commending  you,  as  I 
good,  let  us  confidently  hope  ^^^/^^i    '/.iSlda  and  neighbors,  an  affec. 

hope  in  your  prayers  you  will  commend  me,  i  oia  you, 

^^^X^^^  °il'ltrZ.T'^::TXr..  tn.  ....  way  an  ou.  p..- 

=3nt  difficultlee."  v,o«r<i  Lincoln  say  to  a  company  of 

Dr.  Phineae  D,  Surley  ^^.^^^^t^^^  durinrthe  Civil  War:  "My  hop; 

clergymen  calling  upon  hS^  in  one  of  ^J'^^'^^^*  end  goc 

of  suocees  in  thia  atruggle  rests  on  that  «™"t^bl9  3„„e  w  all 

noes  of  God,  and  »h9n  events  are  very  ^''"^^f       I  atiU  >.ope  tna  ^.^^_„  ^.^ 

rtU  be  well  in  the  end,  beoeuse  our  cause  is  Just  ^^^J        „lt„e33  that  it 

another  time  he  varied  this  fom  of  ^^P""^"""  ^tople  ^hall  be  on  the  Lord's  side." 
has  been  my  constant  prayer  that  myself  and  His  people  enaii  writte;, 

7n  the  days  of  his  Gethsemone  this  i"ven  soul,  ^        "the  Civil  War 

.'or  his  o«m  eyes  alone  It  ia       f  4e  reign  of  right. 

...ith  the  shaping  f 'P''^^^^^"*  ^/"i^il^L^S  wrote^n  a  scrap  of  paper  which 
In  one  of  the  darkest  periods  of  the  civii  '"ar,  no    '  .^Z^^^^,  "T>ie  will  of  God  pre- 
was  packed  up  by  one  of  the  «Wt6  House  staff ,  the  following.^  T^^ 
..ails,  in  great  contests  each  party  cl  xms  to  act  f  /'^J^^^^'l^vL  same  thing  at 
3oth  may  be,  and  one  must  be  wrong.  Ood  cannot  ff^^?  Ood'slurpose  is 

the  sZ  ti;..  In  the  present  Civil  War  "  ^^Jit^f^^f  J^tlS*  Wt  irsSunentali  . 
something  different  from  the  purpose  of  either  party,  and  y^^J^  purpose.  I 

the  contest  began,  and  havinf  begun.  He  could  give  the  final  victory  to  eitner 

-jxy  day.  Yet  the  contest  proceeds."  v-i^nb-*  f»o^+v.  hv  atarklv  honest  ' 

^     Was  not  this  an  amazing  effort  to  ^^^^i^f  ^^^^^^^^^^^^l^^J^  '^^^^^ 
logic  -  The  most  endearing  the  Christian  world  has  ever  witnessed?  ^^.taine^ 

A8  time  went  on  and  Lincoln's  burden  grew  greater  and  f  ^f^^T'  ^tn^rwiU 
more  end  more  by  his  faith  in  iiie  Divinity.  Finding  that  Jove  will  re- 

lieve one  of  a  vast  load  of  care"  when,  as  he  said,  he  was  forced  to  his  knees  be 
oause  he  had  nowhere  else  to  go.  In  his  hour  of  tremendous  ^^^^  f  ^  f Sest  of 

strengtti  to  grapple  with  fate  itself,  and  be  as  Dr.  Newton  says:    ^  high  priest  oi 
humanity  in  the  White  House,  presiding  over  the  Nation's  offering  ^^^^J^^/^^^f  ^J,. , 
raid  tears."    During  those  trying  times  we  have  it  on  unquestioned       ^^^^ J;^  ^^^^.^J^J. . 
com  prayed  constantly,  both  in  public  and  private.  So  much  «^jf^^^^^//^^^^^(,^^^J^f 
3r  la  preserved  that  it  seems  strange  that  anyone  should  ever  disagree  with  general 
.^rant's  statement  that  Lincoln's  "faith  was  that  of  the  Christian,  that  his  Redeemer 

On  April  4,  1864,  in  a  letter  to  A.  G.  Hodgea,  he  said: "The  result  of  the 
war  is  not  what  any  man  devised.  I  see  no  compliment  to  my  own  sagacity,  ^od  alone  c.. 
•laim  it.  No  human  counsel  hath  devised,  nor  hath  mortal  hand  worked  out  these  great 
hhinee."    Did  any  prophet  of  old  walk  more  humbly  with  God? 

^    ^  Should  other  proof  be  required  of  the  profound  religious  character  of  Lin. 

coin's  thoughts,  and  actions  during  hia  years  as  President,  ^e  have  only  to  turn 
the  series  of  proclamations    which  were  issued,  calling  upon  the  p^t'ple  of  the  natioi 
to  give  thanks  for  the  success  of  their  armies. 


4. 

bel,^f''  ?o.*^"*  ProclaHations  i6  quite  convincing  on  the  point  of  Lincoln's  religious 
Jhd  ItSZ^^  '"'?,r"         sincerely  religious  could  have  written  the  things  cont- 

^Z^TnTioiZnii]\:i\i^li  Tt  To      itit  '•^^^f  ^^^^  ^ 

President  Lincoln  calling  upon  tte  piop  :    o'obsejv    a  sL^raf  d^  or^h'^r^' 
prayer  for  the  success  of  their  arnieo    wo  ^=,,.  +^1       fP®=^fl/ay  of  thanksgiving  and 
strong  belief  in  the  bower  of  Port  T    f  unmistakable  evidence  of  hib 

paper'issued  by  -bflrs  the  ^a^k'f  ^^"lleir? ■''^rT ™^  Stai 

as  part  of  our  sacrk  literatare  of  all  tin!         ^P^^-^^^l  ^^^^S-  deserve  torank 

develop.ent'a^:°Ss  J^liSo'u^'  ttlT  .Zf     "-^stakable  evidence  of  his  spiritual 

"neither  party  expicSed  ?or  tte'^;,ar  the  S»S,'Sh"^  of  the  north  and  South,  ha  says 
ready  attained.  Neither  antic^LH  It \  "         duration  which  it  has  al- 

even  before  the  confU^t^t  SSlhouuleat!  T.l  ?!  ^^ht  cease  with  or 

result  less  fundamental  and  astounding    B^+h',!  f  ^  ™  ^''I'^Ph,  and  a 

3od,  a«d  each  invokes  Hirsir^^ns^^tte  0^0^  It      ""^^  '^'^  ^'^^^  ^ 

3hould  dare  to  ask  a  just  God  ■  s'SSis t^^e  if  wrinHng'the'r;  bl^aT?  °^ 
other  men's  faces,  but  lot  us  iud^e  not    +>,„+  """£^"6  bread  from  the  sweat  of 

should  not  be  answered.  That  oSefthef haf  htn  3"*eed.  The  prayers  of  boti 

own  purposes.   'Woe  unto  thfworid  bscLte  of  oS-n^I^'l  ^'i^'  '^'"^  ""^'^Shty  has  His 
ense-  cometh. '     If  we  shall  suDpose  ?hat\°'r?i,n  "^'eds  be  that  off- 

>'hich,  in  the  Providence  of  lod    must  nLdf  k  "  those  offenses 

Sis  appointed  time.  He  now  wlll^  Z  rZlt     Tth  +  H  continued  through 

■.his  terrible  war  as  the  woe  due  to  bythou  tl  o^^:::  c  ^f*'*'  South 

Lherein  any  departure  from  these  divine  att^i  butes  whicf  Se  ben"'' 

always  ascribe  to  Him?    Fondly  do  we  hone    f-\.":!!i     .         ®  believers  m  a  living  God 
<,courge  of  war  nay  speedily  pLs  aJ^'  lei,  I^l'^iJLlhL'T;  "^^'^^^ 
-ne  wealth  piled  by  the  bondsman's  two  hundred  II  continue  until  all 

^■^all  be  sunk,  and  until  every  drop  o?  bloordr^n  lilyV^^V  f  ""requitted  toil 
c.ther  drawn  with  the  sword,  as  was  s^d  three  tC      T  *  P='" 

Bald  'the  judgments  of  the'Lord  Se^tJ^e^'anTrighte  "u    St^geti:;  ^  " 

God  givel"::  r^::  ^hr^^rrient  :itXn"Li^iv^--  - 

.mong  ourselves  Ld  ;,ith  all  natlo^s^^  ^    ''"^  ^  l-^ing  peace 

oxaustible  d^Ju^e^tS^  el^JSje^  ^t^'jSih  wlS'f  *e  in- 

ye  shall  know  thea."    To  this  nan'l^  /^  ItZ^    I  their  fruits 

beings.  The  crwoning  act  oftincoln's  carSr  ^  \u^t  """""s  °f  his  fellow- 

that  went  before  waf  but  a  pripSrSion  for  It  +  i^'STJ'""  P^olBnation.  All 

Its  hour  had  cone  by  "the  gJacLuf  f  avor  of  li  J r  J.  '''b^n 
Lincoln  blossed.  "'^  AL_ighty  God"  which  he  invoked,  was  Abraham 

When  the  time  cane  on  Sentenhov  -^o    ift^o        j  t  . 
?3ther  concerning  the  E.ae.acipat?on  P^ocW^iJnf  ^''^S^^^  ^^^^^"^         ^^binet  to- 

r^rederick,  I  deterninod,  as  LoTas  1^3^^        he  Baid:"V/hen  the  Rebel  Amy  was  at 
.^;^rocla..ation  of  Enancipkion    s  llrourh  '    '^1" f  ^^^^^l-^'  ^o  issue  a 

-ching  to  anyone,  but  I  made  ihe'pro.-Le  to  m^'^lf        .  .     ^  ^  ^^^^  no- 

now  driven  out.   end  I  a.,  goxng  i^^U  ^^^oj^  "°       ^^^^^^         ^^^^^  W  - 

.rowth  oJ;o;:r^::Lr^:L^:ier:^:i^^/^i^^^^      about- Lincoln's  life  was  his  steady 
climax  of  greatness,  fame  and  raar^^rdoi  lTvL  thews' .^^^-P^-^-^i ty  to  the 

waa  a  groping  and  a  growth  towards  the  God  of  f      '  spiritual  development, 

one  world  end  still  gov..rnB  it."  ^^^^^^^         mankind, -"He  who  mad 

We  can  never  iaiow  ?iia  eyir+  -Pniooi  ^  •  • 
Hfe  Of  Christ.  He  never  oaid    Hrdid  say    "?C"od  °!  »™         ^""t  °"  « 

■■ho,  in  this,  our  hour  of  need    civeth  .^^'tK,  rv  V'"'  "''urchos,  and  blest  be  God 

mention  of  creed  as  it  raged  lurhS.  He  'rs  '^^^-^-  H  "1-=*  -  all  dii 

..sr.  Perhaps  he  suspended  jud..ent  when  Mslirio^^sli^^r^lr ;hi^?t\d%^ 


Of  hia  own!  Dr!  Gurw's  clSr?harMSoln°'  ^  fomulation 

fesBlon  of  his  f aith  Pt ^^at  Lincoln  spoke  to  him  of       tntention  "to  make  o-r 

With  the le^ixtiv  neas  ol  ^inc'^Ji?":.!  r  Pjosidenoy"  eee.s  compatible  " 

ion  of  '64,  lest  it  seL  nomL^t  L    i"*"  "'"'tt         *°  '^t^'"  the  elect- 

whioh  letter  win  live  fo?eiJ"  Lt  on^r""^;.*"  publication  of  the  Bixby  Letter, 
also  as  proof,  togethL  witt  Ms  iLriet?'    ^  ^^-ttf"!  °f         literature, but 

acquaintance  with°the  lovrof  tL  Comforter  °™  "^l^^^ 

not  perhapf  i^cepraU  his'^oTf easlonrof^irih  "^1%' ^^^l^f'-  P-tor,  that  ha  could 
two  great  comnanLents  of  Loto  or&d  .^d  f^,    %  1!^  ''^"^^^  ""^^  *°  ^o  the 

confession  was  pushed  into  the  bacSround  bv^hf  ?  l^"^^''-  ^""^"P^  i"*^"^^^ 

of  his  last  yea?s.      We  canno?  1^1^    Z  ,    f  ^^a  ^measurable  fullness  and  strain 
irts  today,  ihat  it  is  nore  diffl^uit  ?o  de^Th  -i-t 
highest  of  all  wisdom  of  thi s  earth    tJe  1m    ^  *°  he  prized 

for  men.  We  do  know  he  acceptercSi  r      /°  ""^^  '""^'''^       divine  authori+ 

world  that  divine  concepSofof  the  ?L  waf o?''?^^'''*/^''''!'''  P-o-ented  to  the 
thodoxy  he  asked  himself,  we  are  per^uteHhe  ho^^^'.fj' • ?"«^tlons  of  or- 
cended  thaa  all.  perciitted  the  hope,  that  in  the  end  his  faith  trans - 

ure  in"  Heaven  ?^\o:litr,  j?  hrhal^'ot'^A'  ^"^^^^  1^^"^  up  treas- 

did  he  bend  all  his  labors 'toward  it  conine  of  IfS^'^'""  f  ""^^  >'hy 
his  time.  In  him  today  fundamental!^  ^d  P  he^,^^    kingdom  of  Sod?    He  was  ahead  of 
now  beyond  the  stage  of  bitter  confu^r^^.'^^^^^l  =°."ul*  be  reconciled.  Religion  is 
.ound  modest  acknowledgment  of  the  incompI^Lnes    of  .  ^»  " 

ual  and  social  Conscience.  His  was  a  hmLlsSc  ^h'fo      ,  "  °^  i^-^""" 

al  fafference  between  righteousness  of^.^nf    /?         ''''^'  ^"  "''"h  there  is  no  vit- 
fa  unthinkable  attitude  fo  some  who  see  i^  ft  ?h      '"f         Christianity.  This  is  sttP 
the  old  difference  between  the  spirit  Ld  t^e  Tt/°°^l  °^  ^"  °"  "anger.  It  is 

t°       in  all  our  pres^nrdiff'cuuLelhL'  i""*  epfak  more 

March  50,1865?    m  answer  to  the  protest  sr.  !  + v?"  ^""^         Proclamation  of 
rum  of  public  credit,  of  the  terror  of  defeS  of  ttr  ""'^'VT  °'  threatened 
of  mora  e  and  its  six  hundred  daily  desertions    L  ^  J  ""  t    ^''^  ™* 
ov.r,  1  "       ^'^^  °f  Nations,  as  wen  as  of  n^    f  Proclamation, 

overruling  power  of  God;  to  confess  Leir  sin,  fj  ?'    °  °"  ^^"^  "^nendenoe  upon  the 
yet  with  assured  hope  that  genuine  repen^a^ce  .n?  transgressions  in  humble  sor?ow, 
recognize  the  subline  truth,  announced  in ^h!  p  i    c         °  "^"^  ^'^  P«rdon;  and  to 
ory,  that  those  nations  oni;  arrM:s1ed"wh'o  et'j  iTlCZl,^' 

"And  inasmuch  as  we  knotj  that  k„  v     j  = 
are  subject  to  punistaents  anf"  sUsenent^,'    ll-"^  like  individuals 

at-ion  as  a  whole  people'?         ho-.^  k        ^-^^^s,  -go  tne  needful  end  of  our  nafiorici  >,^-p 

parity,  we  have  g^owfin  numbe we'Str'^nJ"'  ^^^'^  i"  Pe-I^Z  prof-™" 

but  we  have  forsot+fin  m    ,       ^-^eaith,  and  power  as  no  other  nn  +  inv^  u  ^ 

-i-ui^uoxen  (jrod.  We  h^-ve  foyiTri  +  +=v,  +1,  .  nation  has  ever  p-rnwn  • 

?rd;cS?^tei-:rourh:-ifi,.^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
ciiitL-fLLTtoieeTtr.  :  T 

to  pray  to  the  Sod  who  made  us1  ""^^^^^^^  °^  redeeming  and  preserving  grace,  too  prou. 
It  behooves  us    fhe^-n    +^  u 

iiu  i:,aae  us.  We  have  forp;otten  rrr^A    t+  v.  u       ^  gJ^^^-ce,   ooo  proud  to  prev  to  fh«  r  a 

trying  times.  If  we  today  coum  L;  then,  to  hui.ble  ouJselvL  ,t 

■^'^ed  by  Abraham  Lincolnrwe  ni'h^h  that  high  idelL,  '^ 

Pr.aent  deplorable  sitiaSon^''  '^^^  --l<ing  ourfel^e    out  of"::?'^ 


If  our  public  officials  had  that  sane  faith  in  prayer  and  devotion  to  dutv  which  Ahr^. 
ham  Lincoln  exhibited,  all  of  our  problems  would  be  solved.  ^ 

^       He  may  have  ignored  the  Church,  but  surely  he  was  its  co-worker  in  the  vine- 

Sr^fffJ^^.  n?  ^"''^'^  ^i^'"^"  helleve^  in  God,  in  Christ,  in  the  Holy  Bible,  in 
the  efficacj,  of  prayer,  m  duty  and  in  immortality,  oxuxe,  xn 

Atheism  can  offer  arguments  to  meet  every  logical  defenqe  r-^^i ■?  crn ««v, 
save  one.  For  this  one  there  can  be  no  answer  -  a  fi?e  liver^Lr^hS  nfT.^r'T^ 
com.  A  good  life  lived,  not  for  self-advancement,  ^aL  and  secSi^-f  is  the^!? 
vmcmg  answer  to  skepticism.  It  is  not  by  giving  formal  assent  T      J    I  T 

on  the  life  of  Ohrisi    hn+  w  a  i-;^^^  ti     of  .  if  assent  to  a  creed  predicated 

the  fruits  of  thf  spik^  tSt  ca^rL.^^n.v^i'''  ':"^^^  preteneiousness 
ard  he  set  was  oL  o^Waltf  to  Se^.n         ^i''''        ^  disbelieving  world.  The  stand- 
fundamental  and  irr^esis^SLX:  oT^LlSfan'it'X?  ThLr^^'*/^  ""^^ 
al  conclusions,  but  an  aspiration  towards  S£irsa'^;ubstiIutL  f'^^  7  ^^^^^P^y^i^" 

Materialism  counsels  get  all  the  ir^Li  tlT^^       substituted  for  material  arabition  , 
a  grim  re  alley  and  the  onlfway  you  L^win^r"  °B;;atoh  l''^ 

whatever  cost  to  idealism/sut'^tL  wo'?d  cL  L^L^ie+^k^^^^^  ^^""^^^^ 
com  to  the  eternal  question  as  to  the  advi^abiliL        ^  •        ^f""  ^'^^^ 
For  he  lived  not  on  things,  but  upon  convlitin^r^  of  losing  one's  life  to  save  it. 
■and  trusted  implicitly  in  the  etSnal  powefon^ulh  fnr%r^'°'!"^^  convenience, 
ions.  No  man  was  ever  endowed  with  morr^n^nn.  .         vindication  of  his  decis- 

did  he  retreat  from  his  nighty  J deali^    fTII.IT/'""'  ^^f^^^^^^^'         never  once 
rightness,  moral  stamina,  chaJiif^d^'  ^L^hn!^  convincing  proof  that  goodnesB 

^.re  not  chimerical  dreams,  but  cL^Sspo^fS  ^^1-/'^'''*^^"'"  °^  race,comr  or  creed, 
yimly  believed,  that  hura^nity  has  a  certain  ^ele^fL'''  ^""^  ^^^^^rse.  He  lived,  as  h^ 
•ohe  theory  of  the  struggle  for  exisLncf^nd  ftl      I       spiritual  ambition.  Alongside 
^;-e  had  a  firm  belief  thft  it  L  SLmJabS  to  1"       ".f  ."^^  '^""^^^^        ^^e  ffttest 
ly  doomed  to  unfitness.  Moreover    that  ^here  Lr'''^"  ^^^^  -^--"al 

justified  in  giving  his  very  lif^  for  t^efr  n^f  '°  ''^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  a  man  is 

beneath  the  crushing  burden  that  wf a  his  on  IZtt'^'^  T'  ^^alter 
very  best  out  into  the  broad  stel^  of  ?ime  connde!i  threw  his 

shore  upon  which  it  would  flower  l^rever       '^""^'^^^^  ^^^^       ^°"ld  some  time  reach  . 

every  expectftiotlf^n^^iUtrar^iu  aJ  Xui t'^^.'^r'^  ^-^^  -e. 

-ample  of  "the  good  fight-f^He  /a^e  aJ  of\oth  f  '.'/''J  "'"^^^  -^1-^ 
-  com?::-:Lr--^^  there  Will 

^udge  DeBOIOE  co    I  7^'*^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 
LINCOLN?"  b^'^^L'o^rr'^'^'  ''^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^         ^-ting  the  poem:  "OhlFOH  AN-QTHEH 

^  .  GOD  ANSWERED  PRAYER. 

rn^  AK  ^i!^^  T  ?  Gettysburg  was  victorious  because  that  p;reat  man 

n  luttl  tT  ^^i^h  that  God  would  ^Ler  hiS  prVe. 

attle  o^  til  I'  t  '  '    '  — di^i^g  thV 

ySur^  L    .Lr^l^fr^:"''!         ^^^/J^O^ry^  he  asked  the  President  what  he  thot  of  Gett- 
/oburg?  kr.  .xncoln'3  reply  was:  "I  had  no  fear  of  defeat,  although  some  of  the  cabin--- 
officers  were  a  little  rattled  and  feared  Washington  would  be  captured    I  tolf+h^ 
yore  alright  and  would  win  Gettysburg,  and  if  you  really  wa^?  ^^^0"  ^  wiU  teu'"  u^' 

he' J  t  ^°  anything  about  it,  at  least  not  now.  The  fact  is  durS^ 

the  stress  and  pmch  of  the  carapaign  I  went  to  my  room,  and  got  down  on  my  kn;es  Sd 
orayed  Alraighty  God  for  victory  at  Gettysburg.  I  told  hin  ihli  +b?!  »  u  ^"^''"/"^ 
..d  the  wax  was  Hie  war,  but  tLt  we  coJldn-f  sLd  ^Ser^led^r Lk^bu^^ 

hH  t^^ttdiiSg^  L'^i^:^^ 

-ti^rr^dtarir^L^r^o^^^^^^  ^  • 
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EMANCIPATION      DAY  ADDRESS 


Delivered  at  the  Tomb  of 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
September  22,  19  4  1, 
By 

HON.   BENJAMIN  S.  DeBOICE, 

Probate  Judge, 
Sangamon  County,  Illinois. 


EMAWCIPATIOIT    DAY  ADDRESS 
Delivered  at  the  Tomb  of 

ABRAHAM  LUTOOLN 
September  22,  1  9  4  1, 

By 

HON.  BENJM^IN  S.  DeBOICE, 

Probate  Judge, 
Sangamon  County,  Illinois, 

CMIRMN,  lADlES  AND  GEITTLEM: 

It  is  a  pleasure  and  a  distinct  honor  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
addressing  you  in  these  hallowed  walls  on  this,  the  Seventy-eighth  Anniver- 
sary of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation. 

We  should  all  feel  honored,  to  be  able  to  take  part  in  this  pro- 
gram, here  in  the  awe  inspiring  tomb,  where  rests  his  immortal  soul*  I 
cannot  help  but  feel  his  presence  here  among  us,  and  it  is  almost  as  if  he 
were  here  and  in  his  quiet  voice  cornmuning  with  us,  in  this  time  of  National 
peril  and  saying!  -  "Tfith  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all,  with  firm- 
ness in  the  ri,^ht  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  strive  on  to  finish 
the  work  we  are  in,  to  bind  up  the  nation's  wounds,  to  care  for  him  who  shall 
have  borne  the  battle  and  for  his  widow  and  his  orphan,  to  do  all  xvhich  may 
achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting  peace  among  ourselves  and  with  all 
Nations," 

And  again,  from  his  first  inaugural  address,  we  hear  his  words 
"intelligence,  patriotism,  Christianity  and  a  firm  reliance  on  Him  who  has 
never  yet  forsaken  this  favored  land,  are  still  competent  to  adjust  in  the 
best  way  all  our  present  difficulties." 

mien  the  time  came  on  September  22,  1863,  and  President  Lincoln  cal- 
led his  Cabinet  together  concerning  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  he  said,- 
"l/^fhen  the  Rebel  Army  was  at  Frederick,  I  deterirdned,  as  soon  as  it  should  bo 
driven  out  of  Maryland,  to  issue  a  Proclamation  of  Enancipation,  such  as  I 


2. 

thought  most  likely  to  be  useful,  I  said  nothing  to  anyone,  but  I  made  the 
promise  to  myself  and  to  my  J.laker.  The  Rebel  Army  is  now  driven  out,  and  I 
am  going  to  fulfill  that  promise," 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  quotation.  President  Lincoln  gave  no  hint 
of  consulting  his  Cabinet  about  the  wisdom  of  his  move.    He  simply  announced  his 
decision,  read  the  Proclamation  and  then,  in  substance,  told  his  Cabinet  members, 
if  there  was  anything  as  to  changes  in  phraseology  or  form,  he  v;as  open  to  sug- 
gestions, but  as  to  the  substance,  that  was  already  settled  in  his  mind. 

By  that  simple  act  Abraham  Lincoln  struck  the  shackles  from  Four  millions 
of  his  fellow  beings,  yet  there  was  no  fanfare,  no  blasting  of  trumpets,  just  a 
simple  straight  forvrard  Proclamation.    This  act  marked  the  United  States  as  the 
most  altrustic  and  hui.iane  Nation  on  the  face  of  the  globe;  and  we  have  held  that 
distinction  dcfvm  through  our  history,  even  unto  the  present  mom.ent. 

Yet  today,  as  v^e  stand  here  in  the  presence  of  his  sacred  clay,  we  are 
grieved  that  the  work  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  still  not  completed.    The  race  he 
freed  from  bondage  is  still  struggling  under  a  discouraging  assortment  of  handi- 
caps in  our  present  day  economic  and  social  structure.    Great  progress  has  been 
r.iade,  it  is  true,  and  much  legislation  has  been  enacted  into  law  looking  toward 
the  completion  of  the  work  of  emncipation,  which  Abraham  Lincoln  so  nobly 
started.    Yet  there  still  lingers  in  the  hearts  of  men,  that  blind  unreasoning 
racial  prejudice  vjhich  renders  impotent  many  of  the  legislative  gains. 

The  recent  incidents  of  mistreatment  of  colored  troops  in  southern  camps 
is  only  illustrative  of  my  point,  that  Lincoln's  work  is  not  yet  finished,  and 
here  in  the  very  shadov;  of  his  Tomb,  we  liave  other  instances  of  the  same  char- 
acter, 

Anti-lynching  laws  designed  to  protect  the  rights  and  safety  of  the 
colored  race  against  mob  violence  engendered  by  racial  prejudice  still  finds 
hard  going  in  the  halls  of  our  Legislative  bodies,  both  state  and  national,  and 
the  task  of  finishing  the  v/ork  which  Abraham  Lincoln  started  so  long  ago  seems 
almost  insurmountable* 


Yet  I  do  not  Tfish  to  close  this  talfcjli' with  an  unpleasant  tone*  Notv/ith- 
standing  the  despots  of  the  south,  and  the  copperheads  of  the  north,  who  still 
nurture  the  spark  of  racial  prejudice  in  their  hearts,  there  arc  inillions  of  the 
white  race  today  ready,  anxious  and  willing  to  give  to  Abralmn  Lincoln^s  ELiancipat 
tion  Proclamtion  full  force  and  effect,  ready  to  help  remove  the  handicaps  and 
harricades  from  the  path  of  progress  of  the  colored  race.    That  it  is  today  pos- 
sible to  rise  above  these  handicaps,  and  surnount  the  barriers,  is  illustrated 
by  the  brilliant  career  of  Booker  T«  Washing 'ion.  Dr.  George  W»  Carver,  E.  E. 
Just,  Dr.  Daniel  H.  Williams,  Dr.        K,  Lav/less,  Granville  L.  Woods,  Elijah 
McCoy,  Dr.  W,  E,  B,  DuBois,  Walter  I^Hiite,  Jesse  Fossett,  Janes  Woldon,  llarian 
Anderson,  Paul  Robeson,  Honrj'-  0.  Tanner,  Meta  Wairick  Fuller  and  our  own  Colonel 
Otis  B,  Duncan* 

I  wonder  how  mny  today  recall  the  stir  tiiat  was  caused  when  Booker  T, 
Washington  T/as  entertained  at  diiiner  in  the  Wnite  House,  by  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  and  I  wonder  how  mny  here  know  that  it  wcs  a  regiment  of  colored 
troops  which  rescued  Teddy  Roosevelt  and  his  Rough  Riders  at  San  Juan  Hill,  and, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  bravery  of  those  same  colored  troops,  Teddy  Roosevelt 
and  most  of  his  coim:iand  v/ould  probably  have  been  left  dead  on  the  slopes  of  San 
Juan  Hill. 

The  career  of  Dr.  George  Yfashington  Carver  stands  out  as  a  beacon  light 
to  his  race  J  born  of  slave  parents,  his  childhood  spent  in  surroimdings ,  v/hich 
gave  no  advantage,  and  little  promise  for  the  future,  ho  rose  above  all  his 
handicaps,  and,  today,  stands  v^ith  Edison  and  Burbanlc,  in  the  top  ranlc  of  the 
scientists  of  our  tine.     His  scientific  discoveries  have  lightened  the  burden 
of  every  American  farmer,  and  effected  every  household  in  this  country.  The 
facts  concerning  his  brilliant  career  are  too  little  laiown.     Likewise,  the 
contributions  of  these  other  eminent  Doctors,  scientists.  Educators,  Literary 
Lights,  Musicians  and  Soldiers,  are  not  well  enough  Imown  to  their  fellow 
citizens.    This  is  rcgreta^le  because  if  the  rang  and  file  of  our  people  Icnew 
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more  of  the  historjr,  and  achiovei^icnts ,  of  the  colored  race,  there  would  be  far 
less  of  racial  prejudice  than  we  have  today.    The  colored  nan  has  played  his 
part  in  history.    He  was  present  at  Bunlcer  Kill,  and  has  taken  part  in  all  our 
v/ars  fron  that  day  dovm  to  the  present.    He  has  assumed  and  carried  v/ell  the 
obligations  of  citizenship  in  this  groat  Republic.    He  has  contributed  his  share 
to  the  advancement  of  science,  literature  and  art  and  has  mr.de  a  definite  place  fox 
for  hii,.self  in  our  National  Life.    He  will  ultimately  gain  his  goal  of  complete 
emancipation  from  the  chains  of  racial  prejudice.    It  is  a  slovx  process,  and  one 
that  cannot  be  hurried,  but  little  by  little  the  vmlls  of  racial  prejudice  are 
crumbling  away,  and  as  time  goes  on,  and  more  Booker  T.  T".%Lshingtons,  George 
Washington  Carvers  and  Otis  B.  Duncans,  pass  across  the  stage  of  hui^mn  history, 
the  time  will  ultimately  arrive  when  the  great  work  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  started 
seventy-eight  years  ago  today,  will  be  completed  and  the  colored  race,  will  take 
its  place,  freed  from  all  the  handicaps  and  prejudices  which  today  linger  on  in 
the  hearts  of  men. 


TTIE  SPIRITTTAT.  D  WKLDF-         QP  ABRAHAM  UMCOLH 

By    Benjamin  S,  DeBoice 

Probata  Judge 
Sanparaon  County 
Springfield,  Illinois 

It  seems  stran^^e  that  anyone  aliould  ever  have  questioned  the 
Oiristianlty  of  Abral'.aM  tincoln,  but  even  to  this  day  many  people 
have  an  entirely  erroneous  conception  of  the  religious  character  of 
the  great  Emancipator.     It  was  wiUi  the  hope  of  counteractin;,  some 
of  the  prevailing  misconception  that  I  was  first  moved  to  prepare 
this  talk,  and  as  my  study  of  Abraham  Uncoln»fl  religious  life 
progressed  I  became  so  deeply  interested  in  it  that  X  am  frsnk  to 
confess  that  i  have  gained  more  religious  inspiration  from  this 
atudy  than  from  any  other  relisious  experience  of  my  life. 

In  the  darkness  to  n^r^  <^tb  Qonal^ed  on  eartei,  their 

greatest  urge  has  ever  been  f W  11  to  the  here  and  the  here- 

after. 

Uncoln  himself  felt  this  Wr^e  as  much  or  more  than  any  man. 
Billy  Bromi,  wao  Kne^  Lincoln,  said,  ^'f  lUrver  knew  anyone  more  curiious 
about  God,  and  anxious  to  know  what  aod  was  drivint  at  in  this  world." 
Kr.  Bateman  tells  us  that  when  in  the  autumn  of  1B60,  Lincoln  said, 
•I  am  not  a  Christian,  Oou  i^nowa  I  would  be  one,"  he  also  said, 
"J  think  more  on  this  subject  than  all  othem and  have  X or  years.  " 

Mis  pet  '  ahead  too  was  dl^,.  but  he  co^Jild  not  renounce  the 
fisure  ever  before  him  -  a  star  of  hope  beyond  the  bounds  of  reality 
and  the  -rasp  of  human  reasoning,    i^o  superficiality  or  hisn  sound- 
ing  subterfuge  satisfied  hiin.     By  the  most  starkly  honest  groping  his 
honest  scil  fumbled  its  way  to  a  sincere  belief  in  love's  old 
certainty  -  a  ri^teous  nod  and  Us  many  mansions  for  lis  children. 


The  secret  of  hi«  pre-eminent  value  to  u«  1«  that  he  fumlshea 
ua  a  prfiotioal  example  in  life  aa  we  know  lt#    We  are  a  christian 
people,  yet  it  1«  a  far  cry  down  the  centuries  from  Nasjareth  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  involved  conditions  of  our  hi^  tension 
modern  existence*    It  is  mt  strange  that  witr  the  best  of  inten- 
tions we  are  at  a  loss  in  applying  to  our  environment  the  meaning 
of  the  words  of  Jesus  uttered  under  the  primitive  demands  of  an 
ancient  agej    His  siuiple,  beautiful  words  of  wisdom  in  old-world 
surroundings,  to  D»ar  course  of  decisioh  and  actiont    Yet,  all  that 
Jesxis  tau^t,  Lincoln  exemplified  In  reaction  t©^  t^^  deaiands  and 
problems  of  all  our  present  sltiiations.    His  is  a  practical  applica- 
tion of  the  Golden  itule,  tb  life  in  our  day,  based  on  coijplete 
absorption  of  the  Bible  and  its  cdm|^r»hiB'aa$i^  by  a  gi^at  intQllect. 
Stotwithstanding  all  his  superiority  of  endfjTfutent,  his  feet  were  plant- 
ed as  firmly  In  the  iraxek  and  mire  of  this  earth  as  ours* 

To  ponder  the  fruits  of  the  spirit  In  him  is  to  rate  him  the 
most  priceless  geiS  in  all  the  treasury  of  our  huiaan  experience.  How 
strange  then  all  the  controversy  over  his  religious  convictions, 
ending  in  cliaoa  of  result  as  to  second-hand  information,  so  that  to 
this  day  it  is  not  so  simple  to  deduce  conclusion.    Hiere  is  auoh 
more  to  it  than  the  old  now  almost  antique  explanation  of  th©olor;lcal 
skepticism,    le  must  take  into  account  the  man  himself.    Surely  we 
may  try  to  see  him  clearly  without  dlsoonsertion  at  early  imperfection 
Wt  rather  gratification  that  he  wixose  spiritual  splendor  rose  so 
grandly  as  to  comprise  in  itself  our  modem  miracle,  was  cut  from  the 
sazns  cloth  as  our  own  huiaan  :30iilty. 


In  hia  survay  of  all  subjocta  he  reduced  evaryttilng  to 
dlosientala*    So,  his  ^reat  thorou^  mentality  pierced  the  veile  of 
theological  eonfuelon  to  the  reelization  that  the  only  eesential 
tViing  of  the  spirit  is  love,  and  in  the  heartsicknesa  of  today 
would  that  we, too, could  realiee  that  never  by  scripture  or  science 
will  faith  in  a  loving  God  be  kept,  \«it  only  by  proof  of  our  huoan 
love. 

**Love  that,  like  that  of  Lincoln,  haa  conquered  indifference 
and  dominance  and  greed j 
Love  that  i a  more  taan  compaeelon  and  stronger  than  any  ereed. " 

Hia  life  and  character  was,  ever  and  always,  the  golden 
mean  of  laany  oontradieti 6ns*    He  wfta  at  once  the  most  human  of 
men,  yet  of  almost  supeitiunsan  endowment.    He  was  most  practical, 
yet  a  m.n  of  sensitiveness,  sentiment  and  vision*    lie  was  cautious* 
yet,  beyond  all  leaders,  courageeus  and  deciaive  in  aetioa 
crisis  arose.    Humorous,  yet  of  preternatural  iselancholyj  fond  of 
merriment  and  joy,  yet  of  Inescapable  sadness,  and  with  a  predelictlon 
for  shouldering  adversity.    Untau^t,  he  was  himself  one  of  the 
greatest  teachers,  and  author  of  ozte  of  the  world's  greatest  master- 
pieces  of  literature.    Although  one  of  the  most  ambitious  men  the 
world  has  ever  known,  he  was  utterly  selfless.    Though  aoet  devoted 
to  his  friends,  he  preferred  his  critics  and  enemlea  in  hi^ 
position.  When  he  thought  his  country  had  need  of  them.    Though  rated 
eom^non,  if  not  even  unooath,  he  attained  an  innate  culture  and  a 
flight  of  grandeur  no  aristocrat  ever  surpassed.    Supposedly  the 
moat  homely  and  awkward  president,  yet  we  have  many  testimonials 
to  an  inward  glow  of  eoul  Wilch  transfigured  his  face  and  form  with 
beauty.    'Te  had  integrit/  of  purpose,  high  and  holy  enouf^i  for  any 


causa,  y«t  «aa  of  .uch  Huanttty  ana  lack  of  aaaua^tion  or  prlda  of 
power,  it  v^aa  not  atren^e  his  contt^^porarlea  did  not  raallze  how  ha 
fcowared  abovw  tkam.         navar  cOaproinlaad  with  his  conacianea,  yet 
had  perfect  syinpatn^  f<?rjuu«n  frailty  i«  others.    Ha  had  kindness  as 
iarge  as  a  "praipla  wind"  and  a  heart  so  tender  it  could  break  for 
another'a  grief.    Yet,  he  could  be  unyielding  and  of  sterneat 
dataralwtifa,i^     coiamon  Juatiee  or  public  welfare  deiaanded  it  of 
hi  SI* 

For  all  his  fiodaaty.  while  his  own  country  doubted,  blamed  and 
reviled  ^.im;  and  Surope  anticipated  a  ridiculous  spectacle,  he  had  »a 
self-confidence  like  an  Iron  bar"  In  his  duty  and  destiny  to  guide  and 
save  the  nation,    ias  not  this  a  remarkable  view  for  him  to  taice  of 
himself  as  the  Inatran^nt  of  Mvine  Providence,  before  ha  had  proved 
It  to  the  world?    Thou^  a»rcy  was  a  longing  to  him,  he  Indulged  in  no 
weakness  he  believed  harmful  to  diaeipline  and  his  supreH«i  purpose 
to  ^mtain  the  union.    Contrary  to  popular  belief,  there  is  not 
tht  sXl^tast  evidence  that  he  was  ever  imposed  upon  by  sophisticated 
aohemers,  but  on  the  other  hand  he  dealt  with  all  such  with  a  shrewd 
Solomon  brand  of  justice  and  soraetliBes  indignation.     Only  to  the 
under-prlvilaged  was  he  Inelined  to  be  lenient.    y:ven  when,  as  Stephen 
Vincent  Benet  pats  it,  he  was  weary  and  pla^aed  by  the  annoyances  of 
his  hl^  office  «as  the  flies  In  fly«ti^  plague  a  gaunt-headed, 
patient  horse"  he  mna,^ed  aoisehow  to  "keep  open  shop «  for  tee  humblest 
Who  cane  to  plead  for  his  help.     To  every  mn,  woman  or  child  ^o 
could  get  to  him  he  waa  a  friend  in  need  -  Father  Abraham. 

But  nothing  furnishes  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  liie  preeminent 
character  and  achievement  of  Uncoln  until  we  investigate  his  religion. 
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Yet  it  is  iiere  that,  to  my  mind,  we  find  hira  aeat  raia interpreted 
because  of  contradiction. 

Undofubtedlif  hie  reaction  to  the  unquestioning  backwoods  piety 
of  his  boyhood  was  aa  unorthodox  as  it  eas  hxusorous.    Yet  we  flzid 
that  his  mother,  v^o  died  when  he  was  but  nine  years  old,  had  placed 
on  him  a  religious  stamp  which  was  never  erased.    She  had  planted 
deep  the  eeod  of  reverence  and  trust  in  Ood,  which  later  grew  into 
a  amgnif  icent  ©irltual  developjftent.      Undoubtedly  during  his  early 
namood  at  Hew  3alein  he  passed  through  a  period  of  independent  re- 
llgioua  thoui^t  and  exploration,  so  that  it  was  not  without  cause 
that  he  was  considered  to  have  a  dual  religious  personality  and  to 
have  liidden  a  secret  doubt  beneath  outward  conformity,     these  things 
gave  credence  tg  tiie  picture  which  itiiail  iudwig  paints  of  him  as 
"A  dcwbtln^s  Thossas  t*io  refused  to  join  a  church,**  and  that  of  his 
law  partner,  Herndon,  and  his  close  friend,  Lamon,  who  describe  him 
as  '*an  Infidel,  athiest,  and  a  fatalist* 

On.  the  Gtfoer  hand  we  have  the  conflicting  opinion  of  aiany  of 
his  friends  who  were  certain  of  his  deep  religious  convictions.  Jesse 
W.  Fell  asserts  that  Lincoln  held  rsoLth  the  same  views  as  the  famous 
old  Bew  England  cler£,ymen,  Iheodore  Parker  and  William  £11© ry  Channing. 

True  it  is  that  Lincoln  never  joined  any  religious  sect  or 
denomination.    To  Hon.  Henry  C.  Deming,  a  member  of  Congrsss,  he 
said}    "I  have  never  united  myself  to  any  diurch,  because  I  have  found 
difficulty  in  giving  my  assent,  witiiout  mental  reservation  to  the 
lon^;,,  complicated  statements  of  Clariatian  doctrine,  which  characterise 
their  articles  of  belief  and  confeesions  of  faith."    Bat  In  hl» 
•onvereatlon  with  'irs.  Lankin,  also  with  the  painter  Carpenter,  as 


well  a»  wltU  Conti2*ossiaftn  D«iaing,  he  aanEned  up  his  wl!:iol©  lAlsious 
feeling  n!h«n  he  said,    "Mien  any  Chareh  will  in8C3?ibe  over  its 
altar^  as  its  sole  qualification  for  laembershipy  the  Saviour** 
condensed  stateisant  of  t^ie  substance  of  both  law  and  iiOSpel, 
»^fhoa  Shalt  love  the  Lord  they  God  mlth,  all  thy  heart,  and  with 
all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  thy  nei^bar  as  thyself* 
that  Church  will  i  join  wifei  all  my  heart  and  all  ray  soal.** 

He  had  a  profoundly  logical  mind  and  as  a  resalt 
found  soBie  exception  to  all  the  eoiinpllca ted  creeds  and  doctrines 
ljut  basically  ha  had  one  of  the  purest  and  most  devoted  soule,  that 
ever  turned  in  worship  towards  its  Creator.    liSany  arguinents  have 
resulted  as  to  his  religion,  bat  it  can  never  be  deaied  that  no  inan 
MtiQ  was  not  profouiidly  religicws  cosald,  and  no  man  who  did  not 
realixo  fully  th©  importance  of  religion,  would  have  said  and 
written  the  things  ijincoln  said  and  wrote» 

Mo  words  will  ever  be  written  to  apeak  so  well  for  hla 
spiritual  greatness  as  Xols  own.     Tney  breathe  the  siurple,  hua^jle 
beauty  of  sincere  holiness  as  does  t^e  Bible  iitself* 

Hie  farewell  address  to  his  friends  and  neighbors  of  Springfield 
on  t3iAt  cold,  bleak,  rainy  February  morning  of  his  departure  for 
ysaghington,  never  to  re  tarn,  is  enshrined  in  our  hearts  forever, 
fhese  isBMortal  words  bear  everipLa ting  evidence  to  his  trustiag  faith, 
in  the  pa^er  of  all.    He  saidi  "Without  the  aid  of  that  Divine 
Being,  who  controls  mine  and  all  destinies,  I  cannot  succeed,  ^ith 
that  assistance  I  cannot  fail.     Trusting  in  lim  who  can  go  with  sm 


And  r«aifiln  with  jou  and  t>«  ev^ryvihare,  for  good»  l«t  us  «onfld«ntly 
hop«  that  all  will  b<i  wall*    To  Hi«  cara  cosKaandlng  you,  a«  I  hopa 
in  ycRir  prayers  you  will  a©iKQ«nd  nsa,  i  bed  you,  frianda  and  nai^hbora 
an  affactionata  farewsll,* 

Proffl  bla  First  li^augural  addr«#a  Is  a  thaiis^t  for  us  today. 
In  it  iia  said  t 

**Intollig«nce,  patriotism,  Christianity  and  a  fir®  yallanoa 
on  !fta  t^o  has  naver  yet  forsakan  this  JTavorad  land  ara  still 
ccBs^etent  to  adjust  in  th.9  bast  way  all  o^r  peasant  difC culti as • " 

Dr*  Riinaas  D»   ^urlay  raioiambars  to  hava  haard  Lincoln  aay  to 
a  e<K^ny  of  clargynian  ealling  upon  Mm  in  ona  of  tlia  d&rkaat  tlntaa 
during  tha  Civil  i^rj  hops  of  sueaaas  in  this  struggla  rests 

on  that  l]BiHutabl€»  foundation,  the  Justx^as  and  goodnass  of  Qod^  and 
ahan  avanta  ara  vary  thraatanlng  X  still  hops  that  in  9om  way  all 
will  ba  wall  in  tha  and,  baoause  our  causa  ia  Just  and  Gad  will  ba 
on  our  side*"    At  anothar  tlaia  ha  variad  this  for!?^  of  axpraa  si  on  and 
•aids    "Ood  la  my  wltnaaa  t^at  It  haa  baan  my  constant  pa^yar  that 
nsysalf  and  ais  paople  shall  ba  on  tha  Lord 'a  sida** 

In  the  days  of  his  (Jathaa^na  this  driven  soul  ,  left  to 
ua,  what  was  written  for  his  own  ayes  alone  to  sea.    It  is  an 
honest  effort  to  ratlonaliae  tha  Civil  War  with  the  shaping  purpose 
behind  the  drift  of  huaan  history  toward  the  reign  of  right.  In 
one  of  tha  da  rice  at  periods  of  tha  Civ  11  War»  ha  wrote  on  a  scrap  of 
paper  shloh  was  picked  up  by  one  of  the  White  louse  staff,  the  follow 
ingi    "fae  will  of  God  prevails.     Jn  r^at  contests  ea#i  party 
claims  to  act  in  aocordanoa  witli  tliQ  will  of  God.    Both  may  ba,  and 


ov»  mxBt  £»©  wrong*    CrOd  cmnnot  l56  for  and  ft,^alnat  the  a«a«  thing 
at  the  9&m  tlim.    In  th«  present  Civll^r  It  Xa  quite  possible 
that  Ood»s  pavpOBQ  is  soiaethtn^^r  different  from  the  purpose  of  either 
party  I  and  yet  the  best  Instru-men  tail  ties,  wor'iciiig  jus.  as  tiiey  do, 
az*e  of  the  beet  adyaptation  to  effeot  Hie  purpose.    X  aaa  alTnost 
ready  to  saj  that  thie  Is  probably  true;  that  0od  wills  this  oonteat, 
and  willa  that  it  shall  nob  end  yet.    By  Rla  saere  great  power  on 
the  sdnds  of  the  now  oonteetanta  He  eoi^ld  bave  aaved  or  destroyed 
t^a  trnion  without  a  Hua^n  oonteat.    Itet  the  eonteet  began,  and 
having  begiin.  He  ciaRild  give  She  final  victory  to  either  side  any 
day.    Yet  t^e  o  on  test  proeeeda.** 

Waa  this  not  an  aaiaaiBg  effort  to  achieve  chlldll]^  faith  by 
starkly  honest  logle  -  the  most  endearing  the  Christian  world  has 
ever  witnessed? 

As  tisie  went  on  and  Lincoln *s  fcmrden  grew  greater  and  greater, 
he  waa  sustained  ^re  and  more  by  ais  fail^x  in  the  JDivlnity.  Find- 
ing that  **a  b&ieving  love  will  relieve  one  of  a  vast  load  of  care* 
ni'ien,  as  he  said,  he  was  foreed.  to  his  imees  because  he  had  nov^ere 
elae  to  go#    In  his  hour  of  treaendoas  need  only  <%od  gave  him 
strength  to  grapple  with  fate  ifcself,  and  be  as  Pr.  Mewton  sayi: 
•A  hi^  priest  of  hustanity  in  tft^e  ltil^«  House,  presiding  over  the 
Hation^s  offering  of  blood  and  fire  and  tears**    luring  those  trying 
timaa  we  have  it  ^  unquestioned  authority  t2iat  Ilneoln  prayed  con- 
stantly, both  in  public  and  private.    So  saich  evidence  of  this 
aharaeter  is  preserved  that  it  aeeiss  strange  tliat  anyone  should  ever 
disagree  with  General  chant's  state-sent  that  Lincoln's  "fait^i  was 


that  of  th«  Christiarij^  that  his  i^detmsr  llv9t>i« " 

Or  April  A,  1864,  In  a  lattar  to  A.     .     odgaa^  ha  saids 
^^'IThfl  rasult  of  tha  aar  la  not  i«hat  any  sen  d«vlstd«     I  aae  no  com* 
plli^nt  to  uqr  own  sagacity.     God  alon«  can  elalm  It.     No  human  eouncal 
hath  daviaad,  nor  hath  mortal  hand  norkod  oat  the«a  graat  thl nga. " 
Did  any  prophat  of  old  wlic  more  humbly  with  Ood? 

Should  other  proof  ba  x^<|uipad  of  tha  profound  raligloua 
charaetar  of  Mnaoln's  thou:^ts  and  aotiona  during  his  years  as 
Fraaidant,  w«  nava  only  to  tixm.  %o  tha  sarlas  of  proclansationa  ahlch 
vara  laaued,  ealling  u^on  tha  paople  of  tha  nation  to  t^ive  thanka 
for  tha  auceaaa  of  thalr  armiaa.    A  atady  of  thaaa  proclauiatlona 
la  qulta  oonvii^lng       tha  point  of  Llneoln^a  religioua  balief^  for 
no  3ian  who  was  not  alncaraly  rellijious  ©oald  havs  writtaa  tha  iiilnga 
coatalnad  therein.     Time  will  not  parmlt  ma  to  quota  at  langth  thaaa 
ver/  intai-estin^:  and  enli.-jritenin;^  doauaenta,  hut  auffiea  it  to  aay 
that  in  tha  proelajsiatlons  iaausd  197  Fraaidant  Lincoln  calling  upon 
tha  people  to  obaarve  a  apaclal  day  of  tbankaglving  and  prayer  for 
Uia  auceaaa  of  their  aralea,  we  have  the  aoat  \xnraiatakable  evidence 
of  hla  atron^  belief  In  the  power  of  9od,  end  aLiast  every  i3ieaa*ga  to 
Congreaa  and    t'ler  State  paper  iaaued  br  him,  bears  the  rark  of  hla 
great  apirltual  being*     Ihay  daaerve  to  rank  aa  part  of  our  aacred 
literature  for  all  tirne, 

Hla  aeeond  Inaugural  addraaa  earriea  unmiatakable  evidence 
of  hla  apirltual  developwant  and  hla  rellgioua  aurety,  when  in 
apaaklng  of  the  Nortti  and  South,  he  aayat 

''■either  party  expected  for  &ie  war  the  nagnltade  or  the 
duration  whiah  it  haa  already  attained.     Neither  anticipated  tiiat  the 
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enuse  ©f  tli«  eonfliet  '1  -it  ceas®  with  or  evan  bdfore  th«  confliet 
itsQlf  Should  cdasa.    it^ea  looked  for  an  easier  triuxopii,  a.nd  a  result 
1999  fundamental  and  aatounding.    Both  r«eiS  tiie  aas^  Bible  and  pray  to 
the  saaie  God.,  and  each.  Invokes  T! is  aid  against  tii©  other.    It  say 
seem  stran.^/e  that  any  a»tt.  slioulci  dare  ..to  .aak.a  ^ust  uod»s  aeslsfea.nce 
in  wringing  their  braad  irm..  ^e  sweat  #f:  erfe«r  ®en*i  faces,  tmt  let 
us  jud^l'niist,  Ihat  we  be  not-'f^  "        prayers  of  b©th  c«Rild  aot 

bsp  answered.    Ihat  of  neither  iias  boea  answered  fully.  'Jrie 
Almighty  has  !;ila  own  purposes.     *Wo«  unt©  the  world  because  of 
offenses;  for  it  mst  needs  be  that  offences  come,  but  woe  to  t^at 
man  by  whom  tiie  offense  e^eth.  *    If  we  shall  SiAppose  feiat  Aiaerican 
slavery  is  one  /ef  teiose  offansea  whleh,  in  fh^  provide nee  of  Ood, 
at^st  needs  com,  but  milch^  'saving  contitmed  tSirough  nis  appointed 
tliM.^  he  now  wills  to  remove,  and  that  He  gives  to  both  Mort-^  »nd  SoutJ-i 
this  terrible  war  as  tdae  woe  due  to  those  by  ^om  the  offense  csame, 
i^all  we  discern  tlie2?sia  any  de|mrture  fiom  t^iose  divine  attribsitea 
iftiich  t?Ae  believers  in  a  living  (Hsd  always  ascribe  to    iaf  Fondly 
do  we  -hope,  fervently  do  we  pray,  mat  this  mXgatj  scourge  of  war  imj 
speedily  pass  away,     fet,  if  Ood  wills  tliat  it  eontinu®  until  all 
tiie  wealth,  piled  by  tSis  bondsEsan's  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of 
anreqiiited  toil  shall  be  sunk,  and  until  every  drop  of  blood  drawn 
with  tuie  lash  shall  be  psld  by  enofe.©r  drawn  with  the  sword,  as  was 
said  tJir«e  thousasad  ytax^  ago,  so  still  it  imst  be  said  '^le  JudgEaents 
of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether. * 

mlice  toward  none,  wil^i  oharity  for  all,  wit^  flrMswss 
In  the  right  as  Ood  gives  us  to  see  the  ri  /it,  let  us  strive  on  t© 


finish  tha  work  w@  Arm  In,  to  biad  up  the  nation's  woand«,  to  eftr«  f«y 
him  who  shall  have  bom*  the  battle  and  for  his  widow  and  hia  orphan, 
to  do  all  iB^^iieh  mAj  achiev©  and  cherish  a  juat  and  lasting  peace  among 
ouraelvQs  and  with  all  nations," 

How  can  tlie  sincerity  of  Lincoln's  belief  be  doubted  in  the 
face  ©f  Sie  iaeathaustible  docuaientar^  evidence?    mt  "faith  wltkiout 
works  le  daad.  »    '»&|-  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them. »    To  this  mkn 
it  was  eivea  to  frea  foax  silliona  of  his  fellow-bein^.    iSie  crown- 
ing act  of  Lincoln's  career  was  the  gB»nicpation  Proclaaation.  All 
that  went  before  was  but  a  preparation-  for  it;    for  it  he  had  bided  hla 
time,  and  when  its  hour  had  coaie  by  ^Uie  gracious  favor  of  Alml^ty 
God'*  which  he  invoked,  was  AbrShas!  Linaoln  blesaed, 

«i8n  the  tljse  ease  on  September  2^,  1862,  and  Lincoln  called 
hla  Cabinet  together  concerning  the  Eiaftneipation  Proclamation,  he 
aaldj  «W>ien  the  Rebel  Army  was  at  Fredleriek.,  I  determined,  as  soon  as  itt 
should  be  driven  out  of  dryland,  to  issue  a  Proclamation  of 
Sroanclpation,  such  as  I  thought  naost  likely  to  be  useful,    I  said 
nottiing  to  anyone,  but  i  aad©  the  premise  to  ag^elf,  and  to  my  Maker. 
The  Rebel  Ansy  is  nosr  driven  out,  and  I  an  goini,-  to  fulfill  that  promlst. 

ha|i  ever  been  said  that  the  caief  thing  about  Unooln's  life 
was  his  steady  ;  rowth  of  power  under  the  ever-oiounting  burden  of  sorrow 
and  raspondlbility  to  the  clijaax  of  greatness,  fame  and  martyrdcsa.  it  wai 
the  same  of  his  spiritual  development.    It  was  a  groping  and  a  growth 
towards  tMe  aod  of  his  country  and  mankind,  -  "^le  who  made  tlie  world 
and  still  governs  It." 

Wa  can  never  know  his  exact  final  opinion  of  any  premise  amn 
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has  ijullt  on  the  llf«  of  Christ,    lie  never  aald.     Id  did  s«y, 
"Blest  'm  th«  Churches,  and  bleat  be  God,  «fei>^  ia  tills  oytr  hour 
of  need,  glveth  u«  the  Chu3PChes. '*    i^t  he  was  silent  on  all 
dla  Bene  ion  of  creed  as  It  raged  abait  hiia*    -id  was  nev0r  a  C'lurCiiJsaari, 
feut  ever  a  church  goer.    Ferh&ps  he  au spanned  Judgawnt' when  hla  all- 
coneuKsing  ne@d  shifted  Uie  buiKien  of  importance  from  tla®  n«  native  to 
the  positive  side  of  religion.     #®  can  never  know  ngstetlier  in  tlie 
end  he  cajaa  to  accept  religion  or  laecaiae  r«conciled  to  «<Ka« 
f  ormalatldn  of  his  own.      Dr.  Garley*»  claia  tihat  Lincoln  spoke  to 
hiflj  of  an  Intention  "to  nsake  profeseion  of  his  faith  at  soRie  aaltable 
tiffle  oatelde^e  Fresldeaej"  eeeas  compatible  with  tke  sensitiveness 
of  sincerity  *bich  eaused  him  to  delay,  till  after  the  election  of 
»64,  last  it  seem  political  expediency,  the  publication  of  the  Bix^y 
Latter,  «hich  letter  will  live  forever,  not  only  as  the  sioat 
b#autifu.l  of  all  literatura,  but  also  as  proof,  together  with,  his 
last  letter  to  his  dying  father,  of  his  own  clog©  acquaintance  with 
the  lev*  of  the  Comforter* 

At  tills  tisie  he  also  said  to  Dr.   "^rle/,  .vaahington 
pastor,  that  he  could  not  pei^iaps  accept  all  his  confessions  of 
faitli,  but  wished  only  t®  respond  to  the  two  great  c om^madmen ts  of 
Love  of  Ood  ajid  thy  neighbor  as  thyself •     Per^iaps  intended  confession 
KrtLs  xnished  into  t^e  backgreund  by  the  imsseasurabl®  fullness  and  strain 
of  his  last  years.    We  cannot  know*    We  do  know  he  said  wit±i  mxr 
most  advanced  scientists  today,  that  it  is  more  difficult  to  deny 
than  to  affirm.    We  do  know  he  prised  hlsbest  of  all  wisdom  of 
this  earth,  the  Bible,  he  so  often  quoted  as  divine  authority  for  men. 
We  do  .iinow  he  accepted  Christ  as  the  Oa^iatest  Teacher,  and  presented 
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to  the  world  that  divln*  conception  of  ttie  true  tmj  ot  life.  And, 
whatever  <juestioas  ©f  ortaodoxy  lie  asked  hlaieelf ,  wo  ar^  permitted 
the  hope,  tiia^  In  the  end  iile  faith  transceaaded  them  ell. 

If  he  did  not  believe  in  immoptellty  he  spent  his  entire 
life  laying  up  traaaure  in  a    eaven  he  doubted j  if  he  had  not  a  happy 
eoneeptlon  of  hus»n  destiny,  *hy  did  he  bend  all  his  labors  toward 
the  eoiains  of  the  lingdam  ©f  God?    He  was  ahead  of  hie  titae*  In 
hiia  todsj  randamentallaai  and  libsrallesj  would  be  reconciled.  Fieligion 
is  now  beipond  the  ataga  ©f  bitter  conflict  over  theological  surety; 
it  has  eoae  to  a  new-found  stodest  acknowledgaient  of  the  ineomp lateness 
of  Oir  grasp  in  matters  of  individual  and  social  conscience.    liia  was 
a  h:a!tiani3tic  philosophy.  In  s^lch  there  is  no  vital  difference  be- 
tween ri^hteouanesa  of  beln^  and  doing  and  Christianity.     Tnin  la 
still  an  unthinlcable  attitude  to  s&ms  m  o  see  in  it  the  roots  of  all 
our  moral  danger.     It  is  the  aid  difference  between  the  spirit 
and  the  letter  of  the  law.    CcBild  ha  apeak  more  pointedly  to  us  in 
all  oar  present  diXficaltlas  that  in  his  ^aat  iiay  Proclair^etion  of 
Maroa  50,  1863?    In  answer  to  the  protests  against  those  black  days 
of  tiie  thraataned  rain  of  public  credit,  of  the  terror  of  defeat  of 
to.e  aray  of  the  Fotomac  and  its  loss  of  morale  and  its  six  hundred 
dally  desertions,  he  said  in  his  Fast  Day  Proclamation j 

"it  is  the  cUity  of  Nations,  as  well  as  of  laan,  to  own  thair 
dependence  upon  the  overruling  power  of  God f  to  confess  their  slna 
end  transgressions  in  tiumbla  sorrow,  yet  with  assured  hope  that 
ganulne  repentance  will  lead  to  mercy  and  pardon j  and  to  recognise 
the  s iblioe  trut-  ,  announced  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  proven  by 
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all  history,  tiiftt  those  nations  only  ard  blQss«d  whoa©  Ood  is  tiia 
I  Lordt 

"ArKl  inasmcH  as  we  know  tliet  by  •! is  divine  law,  nations,  lik« 
individuals,  ar«  subjact  to  punisbjsaata  and  chastisements  in  this 
world,  may  wa  not  justly  Tear  that  th©  awful  calaiaity  of  Civil  ^ar 
*iich  now  dasolat^s  l^e  land,  rmf  b®  but  s  panishi-aant  inflietad  upon 
us  for  our  preaaaptuaa®  sins,  to  t'ae  neadful  end  of  our  national 
raforioation  as  a  whole  i^eoplat     We  hava  b®@n  racipiants  of  tha 
clioleast  ^^ntias  of  .!laai?©n.    «fe  hafe  bean  praserved  thssa  many  years 
in  paece  and  proaparity,     ''M  have  grown  in  numbers,  waalt-i,  end  power 
as  no  other  nation  lass  avar  grown j  but  wa  hava  forgotten  God.  Wa 
>  hava  forgottan  tha  gracious  hand  #iich  praaarved  us  in  paace,  aM 

mltipliad  and  anriched  and  atreng  thanad  us  5  and  wa  hava  yainly 
imaginad  1b  tb.a  dacaltfulnass  «f  oar  haarts,  feat  all  thesa  blassings 
wera  ■  paPiodacPfi  by  soma 'superior  wisdom  and  virtu®  of  oi.ir  own, 
Intoxiciatad  with  unbrokan  succasa,  wa  hava  becoma  too  self-suff iciant 
to  fael  tiia  naaassity  of  radsai-ainc  and  preserving  grac©,  too  proud 
to  pray  to  th«         imb  siftde  us : 

"It  bahoovas  u.«,  than,  ta  humbla  oursalvas  before  tha  offen4dd 
Power,  and  confess  our  national  sins,  and  to  pray  for  elassncj  and 
f orglvenass. " 

Would  tiiAt  tea  pa  op  la  of  ttiia  nation  tfeoday  ware  as 
hUBibla  and  davrout  as  was  Abra^asj  Lincoln.     Intoxicatad  with  suecass, 
wa  have  cosaa  to  faal  t&at  our  blasainga  wars  producad  br  soma  sup^rlis^r 
wisdom  and  virtua  of  our  own,    Wa  hava  baeome  t<>0  self-suf f  Icient  to 
feal  his  radeaming  and  prasarvias  gracaj    too  proud  to  pray  to  tha  Ood 


ytio  iwade  us.     We  have  forgottan  Ood.     It  behooves  ua  tiien,  to  ->Viyle 
oarselvea  in  these  tTjing  feltwa.    If  we  todfiy  could  but  eose  a  little 
closer  to  that  hidii  idealism  ejce:npllflod  isy  Alsraham  Unc©ln,  we  ml^^t 
have  liope  of  some  day  workinf,  oareelvea  out  of  ou?  preeent  deplorable 
situation.     If  aar  public  officials  had  that  same  f&ltiri  in  prayer 
and  devotion  to  ditty  w>iich  Abraham  Lincoln  exiiiblted,  all  of  our 

probleras  wo^ald  be  solved. 

ae  way  haye  Ignored  the  Cnurc  ,  bat  surely  he  was  its  co- 
worker in  the  vineyard* 

At  tha  end  Abraham  Liaeoln  believed  in  Qod,  In  airist,  in 
the  Holy  Bible,  in  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  in  duty  aiid  in  imfflortality. 

Atheism  can  offer  argus^nts  to  meet  every  logical  defense 
reliiiion  can  present,  save  one,     For  this  one  there  can  be  no  answer  - 
a  lif©  lived  like  that  of  Abrsuniam  Lincoln.    A  good  life  lived,  not 
for  self-advaaee«ent,  eaee  aad  security,  is  the  most  convincing 
answer  to  skepticism.    It  is  not  by  giving  formal  assent  to  a  creed 
predicated  on  the  life  of  CJhrist,  but  by  a  life  like  Chrlat's,  ex- 
hibiting witiiO!jit  pretansiousness  the  fruits  of  the  spirit,  that 
carries  conviction  to  a  disbelieving  world.     me  standard  he  set  was 
one  of  loyalty  to  the  cross  rather  than  to  the  creed.     Is  not  tills 
the  fundamental  and  Irresistable  message  of  Christianity?  Hot 
theological  or  oetaphysioal  conclusions,  but  an  aspiration  towards 
rl(^tness  substituted  for  material  ambition. 

Meterlallain  counsels         all  the  Indulgences  out  of  life  you 
can  for  it  is  all  a  grim  reality  and  the  only  way  you  can  win  is  to 
snatch  every  possible  pleasure  at  i^atever  cost  to  idealism,  but 
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th©  warld  can  n«v«r  mi*t«ke         answer  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  th« 
ettirnal  ou^etion  aa  to  th«  Advtaabilltj  of  loain.^  on«*s  life  to  srvo  it. 
For  h«  lived  not  on  thinga,  Isat  apoa  convictions,  put  his  conscience 
above  eoiJY«iii«nc«,  »nd  tifUBted  Implleltlj  la  tho  atornal^pawar  of 
truth  for  t2i«  vindication  of  his  decisions.    lo  mftn  was  «v«r  ©ndowed 
with  mors  comiaon  a^ase  and  sarawdnass,  yot  never  once  did  he  retreat 
from  his  ial,gh.ty  id*ali«:ai.    H«  hlias«lf  is  conviricing  proof  that 
i'-ioodness,  rightn«ss,  morel  stayrjina,  charity  and  broth® ifiood,  regardless 
or  ret.c^ ,  color  or  er©@d,  are  not  chimerical  dreams,  but  correspond  to 
reality  in  ■ia;i«  'uiii versa.    E«  : lived,       he  fimlj' believed,  th&t 
/■■uisanity  hMs  a  certain  relentleas  ipirltual  ambitioii.    Alongside  the 
theory  of  the  8tru..^^j,ie  for  ©xi s tone e  and         notioia  of  the  survival  of 
the  fittest,  he  liad  a  firm  belief  feiat  it  ia  intolerable  to  suppose  that 
ths  humn  aoal  ia  etenaaXlj' doomed  to  unfitness.     Moreover,  feat  t3ier« 
ere  causea  so  worth  tsfhil©  tli&t  a  rran  is  justified  In  giving  his  very 
life  for  their  preservation*     lever  once  did  he  falter  beneath  tlie 
crushliiil  burden  tliat  was  hi«  'bn  «artb.»    Without  liealtati on  he  threw  hla 
very  best  out  into  tlie  broad  stream  of  time  confident  t;^«t  it  woald 
some  time  reach  a  shore  upon  which  it  would  flower  forever. 

So  A^'^p  was  the  l^resaibn  he  made  upon  humanity  and  so  nearly 
did  he  jaeet  every  expectation  of  nobility,  as  well  as  ability  that 
hie  will  always  be  the  aablime  axanple  of  '*^e  good  fi^it*«    He  gave  hla 
all  of  both  faith  and  work. 

Steroal  juatic®  will  always  believe  that  In  the  great  SomsMiere 
taiere  will  be  full  coiript«i«*ation  for  Abrahaia  Idncoln'a  priceless  service 
to  tine  w«ll->b«ialis  aoanklnd. 
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